The College Application Process:  Tips and Information
As you begin the college application process here are some things to keep in mind: 

· Do your research.  Look beyond what your friends are doing, and try to find a school that is a good match for you.  Pay attention to location, size, available majors, distance from home, philosophy. 
· Don’t assume you cannot afford to go to a certain school. There are many different types of financial aid and, until you actually apply to a specific school, you can not know what you may be offered. 

College Visits: When at all possible, visit the colleges you are interested in.  Most have preview days and most offer special visitations and tours through their admissions offices.  Encourage your parents to attend with you.
Deadlines: Pay attention to all important deadlines:  for the application and for needed letters of recommendation. 

Letters of recommendation: Not all private schools require letters of recommendation. UC’s and Cal States do not. However, be aware that within a college, certain programs may require a letter. When requesting a letter from anyone, give that person advanced notice--1 to 2 weeks is appropriate, not 1-2 days. Also, provide the writer relevant information about yourself (“brag sheet”) and a pre-addressed, stamped envelope as well as the form that the school or scholarship requires.  Always follow up with a thank you. 

Test information: Make sure you to have your SAT/ACT/AP test scores sent to the colleges to which you are applying. 
Early Action vs Early Decision Admissions:
Early Action is non-binding.  Students are not obligated to enroll in the school if accepted. Early action allows you more flexibility in selecting a school. It also allows you time to compare different financial aid offers from colleges.
Early Decision is an early admission program offered by most colleges and universities. Applicants must commit in advance to the college, thus the term “early decision”. Be very certain that this is your “dream” school if you apply under the early decision program.  Your acceptance is binding.
College application Essay: Read instructions, address the prompt, follow guidelines regarding length. Write your own essay, do your own work. Make the essay personal not confessional. Avoid clichés and generalizations.  Proof read your work. Answer the question honestly and be clear in your writing. Readers are looking for commitment, leadership and initiative, intellectual achievement and enthusiasm for learning, volunteerism, talent and accomplishments and most importantly, authenticity. 
SSN:  Memorize your social security number, this is your permanent ID.  Be careful when and to whom you give it.  Do not file a FAFSA if your SSN is FAKE or invalid (if you are undocumented or not a resident or citizen of the U.S.).  If you have no SSN, please see your counselor for advice. 
Legitimate websites vs. scam web sites: You will be visiting many web sites in your research. Some websites want to charge you for services that you can get for free elsewhere.  For example: DO NOT PAY to file your FAFSA at  FAFSA.com.  Use FAFSA.ed.gov.

Email address: Be sure that you have one email address that you for your college, financial aid and scholarship applications. If you don’t have one now, get one ASAP, there are a lot of web sites that allow you to sign up for one for free like hotmail and yahoo. You may want to open an email account exclusively for such things as College, financial aid and scholarships to avoid ”missing,  losing or deleting” an important college email amongst your personal and spam emails. Be careful about choosing an email address that is appropriate and does not say something negative about you. Check that your email often at least once a week and make sure to reply to requests in a timely manner. Failure to do so may result in your application being denied or rejected. 

Legal name on all documents: Be sure to use your legal name as it appears on your birth certificate and social security number. Using nick names and or other aliases may delay your application process and/or cause confusion. 

